
Your kids are awesome and amazing and creative AND able to access more 
information online than ever in our history. Parents are doing a great job 
teaching kids how to behave, how to be safe and how to be social in our 
physical world. I think most of us parents, me included, need to do a better 
job of teaching our kids how to behave, how to be safe and how to be social 
online. 
 
I did not grow up with a cell phone, tablet, laptop, chromebook or anything 
else. Mostly, that’s just because I am old, but our kids now have access to so 
much more technology. There are some amazing benefits to all of this tech-
nology. Information, innovation, content creation are all at our fingertips. With 
all of this amazing technology comes some challenges and  I am not sure we 
are having the conversations that need to happen. I visited a website that is 
very helpful for parents called Common Sense Media. This site is designed to 
help parents and kids with media and technology. Here is their mission state-
ment: 
 
Media and technology are at the very center of all our lives today -- especially 
our children’s.  Kids today spend over 50 hours of screen time every week. 
The media content they consume and create has a profound impact on their 
social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development.  Learning how to use 
media and technology wisely is an essential skill for life and learning in the 
21st century. But parents, teachers, and policymakers struggle to keep up 
with the rapidly changing digital world in which our children live and 
learn.  Now more than ever, they need a trusted guide to help them navigate 
a world where change is the only constant. 
 
You can download a QR reader and scan this QR code to go to their website 

and find all kinds of useful information. One of the articles I 
read hit really close to what I experienced this week. The 
article titled, “17 Apps and Websites Kids Are Heading to 
After Facebook” discusses mostly apps and websites that I 
do not have much knowledge about, but our kids do. One of 
the apps discussed, Musical.ly, is a place to share videos of 
kids lip-syncing to popular songs. There is nothing inherently 
wrong with this app, however without teaching our kids 

what’s appropriate and how to stay safe, it’s kind of scary to me as a mom 
and a principal. Most users keep their profile public so they can get more fol-
lowers, some kids use their real name as their login name. I found a 3rd 
grade Dayton Grade School student with a public profile on Musical.ly and I 
also found another student with over 3,000 followers. Both of these situations 
can be perfectly fine if parents are aware of the profiles and talking to kids 
about being safe. I have a few books I am reading about this topic, 
“Outsmarting Your Kids Online: A Safety Handbook for Overwhelmed Par-
ents”, “Screenwise: Helping Kids Thrive (and Survive) in Their Digital World”, 
and “lol . . . OMG: What Every Student Needs to Know About Online Reputa-
tion Management, Digital Citizenship and Cyberbullying”. If any of you would 
like to borrow a book, please let me know and I will lend it to you.  It’s tough 

work to be a parent and we need to keep learning together and supporting 

each other. 
 
Dayton is an amazing community and I am glad we are working together to  
Keep our kids healthy, happy and safe! 
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No School 

Thursday, February 1 

Teacher Inservice 

 

No School 

Friday, February 2 

Grading Day 

 

Friday, February 9 

Report Cards Sent 

 Home With Students 

 

No School 

Monday, February 19 

Presidents’ Day 

 
 

Wednesday, February 21 

Immunization Exclusion Day 
 

 

 

 

February 

Character Trait 

Respect 

 Showing value or esteem for others 

by being polite or considerate. 



P A G E  2  V O L U M E  2 0 ,  I S S U E  6  

  Dayton Grade School 
 2017-2018 Yearbooks  

are on sale now! 

$15.00 
Please contact the Grade School Office for 
an order form.  

  Make Payments To:  Lifetouch 
Or you may order online at 
YBPAY.lifetouch.com with Yearbook ID 
Code:  11414848 
 

Order Deadline Date:  March 23, 2018 

Here’s a brief outline of how we dismiss children: 
 Bus riders are delivered to each bus in the bus lane by the teacher.  At the busy loading and unloading times only staff members are allowed 

on the bus walk. 

 Walkers go to the lobby.  Some meet siblings there, some meet parents there, and many big kids (grades 1 – 5) walk home on their own.  If 

you park on the street and walk up to get your children, please meet them in the school lobby.  Kindergarten students can be picked up in 

Room 12. 

 Car Pick-Up kids go to the north end of the school entrance to be delivered to cars by school personnel.  This area is only for students who 

get into a vehicle.  We are not set up to dismiss children to adults who walk up.  This is a tough job and the two staff members on duty 

have their hands full getting everyone where they should be and monitoring who gets into what car. Students with appointments or 

emergency pick-up plans (mostly) go sit inside the office. 

 We ask that you not use the back drive driveway from 7:40-8:15 AM and 2:15-3:00 PM.  Our busses are dropping off and picking up 

students and it’s not safe for our students to have cars moving at the same time.  Please use the front door for drop off and pick up. 

 

All our procedures are designed to keep students safe, to maximize instructional time (by minimizing the time we spend in getting kids to busses, 

cars, etc.), and to eventually get to the point where dismissal involves sending home 440 children every day without any mistakes!  

If your student’s after school plans are different one day, please send a note!  Without a note, the teacher will send the child home the normal 

way.  Please limit phone calls to emergency changes only.  

 

End of Day Dismissal Reminders: 

Reminder 
 

Wednesday, February 21st is exclusion 

day for all students who are not current 
on their immunizations.  

 

Medical Exemptions must be signed by 

the child’s doctor.  Non-Medical Exemp-

tion must include the approved Vaccine 

Education Certificate to be valid.  This 
certificate can come from the primary 

care provider or from the computer mod-

ule, but it is the only form that will be 

accepted.   

 
Any parent who had previously only 

signed that they were taking an exemp-

tion (was previously called religious ex-

emption), must now also complete the 

Vaccine Education Certificate in order to 

continue to claim exemption for vaccines. 
 

Questions:  Please call the Grade School 

office at 503-864-2217. 


